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SO. 34* 

(A 5116/229/52) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 


f 


31Bt July, 1928. 



Sir, 


With reference to your despatch so, 18 of 


» 


April 2nd last regarding a proposal of Messrs. 

W.tf. Wood in and Company to ship contract labour from 
Liberia to Fernando po, I consider it preferable that 
you should abstain from lending any support to British 
firms desirous of engaging in this business. 


» 


I am, with great truth. 

Sir, 

your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 



William S.H. Bernard, Esq., 


eto., etc., 


etc. 


Monrovia. 
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(A 3494/229/52) 


FILE No. o. f & 

R£Q.No. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l, 
25 rd June, 1928, 



Sir, 

With reference to your despatch I7o, 25 (S. 1&/2 &) 
of April 25th last reporting a conversation with the 
President pi Liberia regarding the export of one thousand, 
live hundret native labourers to Fernando Po, X transnit 
to you, herewith, a copy of a despatch which I have caused 
to he addressed to the British Vice-Consul at Fernando 
Po requesting him to report on present conditions of health 
and labour in the island. 

2. I should be glad if you would continue to keep 
me informed of any facts which may come to your notice 
in regard, to the recruitment of these labourers* 

You should, however, refrain in future conversation 
with the Liberian authorities from actual comment, pending 
instructions to the contrary, upon the question oi the 
recruitment of native labour for Fernando Po* 

I am, with great truth, 


Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 



William S.K.Bernard, Esq., 


etc, , etc, , etc* 


Monrovia, 









4/229/52) . 


iosmca b.*.i. 

23rd June, 1923. 


Sir, 

» A *• 

, >' *. * -• 

I as directed by eeret* ry i r Austen 

ClimberUia to refer to the report vhieh Sr. Acting Vine* 
Consul HsUmk addressed to Unis department on August 14th 
1924. rein tire to the c adi tiona and tr *. jtmeitt of 
contracted labourers recruited free liberie, and to 
request thet you will furnish tills depart,'.Ait with e 
further report, by the first confidential opportunity, 
regarding erevelling conditions of health and labour in 
1 emnndo ?o and particularly la regard to the proopecte 
of contract labourers in the ieland. 

X an. 

Sir. 

Your obedient Servant, 

# 


' . . . iveq. 

Acting British Vice-Consul, 


Fernando Po. 







r ^^ _ -Bg£TiBH JiSOATIOUt 

S-/S 

iia fWHom, 

Ho. 23 25th April, 1926. 

(S.18/28) 


Si F| 

X h»vt tlM honour to refer to paragraph)* of wy 
dea.atch Ho.18 of the 2nd instant, on the subject of 
recruited labour for Fernando Poo. 

2* So far f roo the renewal of the Hi spuno- Siberian 
labour Agrement being an impossibility, Z was informed by 
the President a few day* ago that, pending the conclusion 
of a fresh Treaty of Aiaity and Qoumrce with Spain, the 
export of one thousand fire hundred native "boys" ie being 
permitted to Fernando Poo. Hie Excellency added that, in 
the case that the labour traffic formed a provision of 
the Treaty, the number of labourer* authorised would be 
leas than the present rate. I informed His Excellency 

that ho would be aware of the attitude of Hie Hi jesty'e 
Government towards the traffic, and drew attention to the 
fact that Portugal had been attacked for similar traffic 
In respect of 8ao Thom and Principei I had in mind the 
terms of foreign Office despatch Ho.13 (A 12?6/769/82) of 
the 14th Haroh, 1924 and subsequent eorrospondenoo. These 
observations provoked a long speech to the effect that 
the Republic required a lot of labour at the present time 
for the Firestone plantationsi that, should other foreign 
enterprises obtain ooneeeslons, they would alto require 
labourt that the traffic was regulated carefully and that 
all abuses were at ones checked. X may odd that all this 
exchange of views took place at the president's residenoe 
during the course of a social oallj it will be known that 

Hie ’UJssty's Principal Secretary it ie 

of St&te for Foreign Affaire, 

FOBKIOH OFFICE. 






2 . 


# 

It is a difficult natter to huvu speech with the President 
on aocount of the jealous attitude of the Secretary of 
Statet and 1 therefore took advantage of tho friendly 
reo#ption'£&S Hie Bxeellenoy hud given me to enquire a* 
to what was toward in the oatter* 2 trust that -y aotions 
will neet with approval* 

3. Last night X dined with the /userioan Minister 

(WllllaB I. Francis), and I asked him what he thought of 
the pooaible continued export of labour from the Hepudio, 
in view of firestone's requirements. Ho infoxued mo that 
Mr, D,A. Ross, the company's manager, was at that moment 
in Oape Palmas, envisaging the situation! that Mr* Roes 
was by no mans sanguine about the sufficiency of labour, 
of which, it la alleged, an actual shortage exists at 
Oape Palmas. ;*r» Ross will report to the American 

Minister on hie return*, and Jr* Francis has promised to 
let an have a copy of the report. It is, of oourae, 
possible that the Liberian guide assigned to ir« Boss by 
the Department of the interior will so stage-manage affaire 
as to attempt to Mislead the latter • 

4. I have established cordial relations with Mr. 
Fruaois, whi impresses ne as an honest nan t ho has only beei 
hero slnoe January, but is heartily disgusted with Liberian 
roguery and inability. He end 2 have agreed to work 

In cooperation as alonely ns ee o*n in Batters uffsotlng 
our nationals and the oomncei weal. He tellu mo tii 4t 
the abuses prnotleed in tbs interior are frightful* as an 
instance, the Seoretary of the Interior ic at present on 
a tour-of inepeotion with four hundred carriers and an 
armed escort. Jr. /runolc assarts that the curriers are ool 

paid but 










3 . 

paid Hut Impressed! and that food, housing Mcajacdatlan 
and carriers aw requisitioned without paymmt twing nadt 
therefor* 1 hops to Ho shown the proofs of this tor to* 
jTunols, who Is greatly exercised over the natter. 

5 , i beg iaav« to revert to the generic issue# and 
to state that I am Informed that not long since tha 3punieh 
vice-consul (a shady Idberiun named 2P*C* Sartor) paid to 
the “Honourable* Snuuel A, Boss the mm of one thouaaid 
five hundred pounds sterling os his earnings as a recruit¬ 
ing agenti and that to* P&zktr received out of this sum a 
•douceur* of one hundred and fifty pounds* Thi.i transaction 
was aiudc in actual cash and did not pass through the Bank* 
Hose Is a Senator for Since County, and X understand that 
the present shipments of human beings are being made from 
there by his agents* X will try to obtain information on 
the conditions prevailing! but it will not be easy* The 
infamous character of the "honourable" individual wili be 
taown to the department* 

l have the honour to be, 

.lith the highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 

VV. S. H* BELrttoARl n 
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Hoi1G , 
(3.16/28) 


. S-,t 

,9 c; 


BRITISH LEGATION 
MOHRQYIA, 

2nd April, 1920* 


Sir, 


I have tin honour to confirm ay oublo of tho 

30th ultimo, Ho.5, reading us follows! 

BRITISH FIRM 0? WOODIN INFORMED ME TiLtT 
THEY ARE I1ITEKHSISD IB LABOUR QUBBTJ OH OH 
BEHAI? OF AMBAS BAY TRAD DIG Ctt£?.0rf OF . 
F3R:iAHDQ POO AHD PROPO "3 SO -G- PRESIDENT 
FOR AUTHORITY TO SHIP SUCH LABOUR AS DATgH 
2IAY It Q.UIHE. THE LIJ3EKIAH OOVDNBIfiiHT . f >RE HOT 
t.t wi.y TO RENEW THE SPAHISH AthUvEHiRIT. ±H 
THE cruCUMSTAHCES I REQUEST 1HSTHUCIIOHS AS 
TO \Cj 1AT ATTITUDE I GHOULS ADOPT. I HiiIu.id>T..dID 
THAT THE SPAHISH CONSUL ATTE.iPTEB TO EHSlI ^ ilB 
COETTLiUAHOE OP THE FiaBIANDO POO LABOUR 
rjvjm. BY A BRIBE OF WO HUEJ-3D FOUNDS. HE 
FAS DETI'-QTBn AND THREATENED WITH DSRHIHATIOH 
OF HISglON. DESPATCH F0LL0W3. 

*>, On the 50th ultimo, the manager l‘or Messrs. 

V.D. Woudlo ahd Company Limited (Mr. Edward Douglas 
Alston) called upon me to enquire whether the Spanlsh- 
Liberian labour Agreement, relative to Fernando Poo, was 
still in force or no. I informed Ur. -J.aton that, 
according to the best of -y knowledge and belief, the 
Agreement was jUBt about to terminate, and that I had 
information that the Spanish Government wore keen to 
have it renewed. I enquired of Hr. Alston what interest 
hia firm oould have in the matter* and he informed me 
that, in the event of the Agreement being terminated by 
the Liberian Government, he proposed to approach thn 
President of Liberia for permission to ship to hiu 
affiliated company, the Amiboe Buy Trading Company of 
Fernando $oo, such labour in the form of Liberian 
native “boys* as the latter might require. 

3 . I Informed Hr. Alston that I did not think 

that His Majesty's Government were favourably disposed 

towards..• 


s Majesty's Principal Storetury 
of State for Foreign Affairs, 
-Kwrcun OFIOE. 
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towards the export of natives outside their hoar land* 
sines the system is obviously open to abuses* and la 
closely allied with the question of forced labour* I 
laid stress up©, the attitude of the loggue of Nations 
towards such “conscripted 1 * labour* and sold that I 
would uscation the attitude to bo adopted oy m to 
the coup uiy f e proposal* I had in mind the forced 
labour* under another now* in B -Thome and .Principef 
the reports of the British vice-consul at Fernando 
Poo on the evils of the syatoaj the facts that Liberia 
has for years past levied an export tax on humm beings 
from this conn try* and that the suppiiero of this 
labour received a certain sum per head of "contracted 1 * 
labour* 

4* Fro . the definite pronouncement which I heard 
yr# Edwin Barclay (Liberian Secretary of State) give 
to iSr* Rule* to the effect that Liberians had >aen 
badly treated by the Spaniards* and that* in no oirouia- 
stanoee* would the Hlspano-Liberian Labour Agreement 
be renewed* 1 realised the official position here. If 
tho Iberian Qovemment desire to ceaue the export of 
their own citizena* presumably in order to utilise thsife 
service a in their native land* it would not seem to bo 
Justifiable for British commercial houses to continue 
the practice. 

5 * In these circumstances* X had the honour to 
request Inst ructions as to the attitude to be adopted 
by too towards the proposal of a British firm in Liberia 
to export native labour to Fernando Poo. 


6* It would 






5 



6» It appear to be a fact timt the* Spanish 

Co$sul, Seaor Vlrjllio Sevillano y G&rv&jolt who has 
corw hero with the ala of extending the tern of the 
Agreement# attempted to bribe the Under-Secretary of 
Stats (Hr* David Coleman) in the sum of two hundred 
pounds# in order to ensure the continuance of the 
Agreemdiit* This sum was apparently thou ht to be 
too small# and in default of a larger amount the 11 gaff' 1 
ims "blown* on Sr* Sevillano# who forced yy the 

Secretary of State to disclose hie inildioua attempts 
under pain of leaving Liberia as "persona non grata"* 
Me he did* I understand that the Spanish Consul 
was not deterred in the least; he invited tine entire 
Cabinet to dine with him at a hotel I They, I am glad 
to say# had the good sense to refuset some sent their 
secretaries to represent them. I may add that Sr* 

Sevillano* who is an official of the Colonial Ministry 
(albeit a oonBUl&r officer since 1920)* complain* that 
the Department of State are very slow at answering hi a 
Notes i when the extent of hie grasp of our langiage ie 
appreciated* and it is very limited# it cannot be a 
matter of wonder. 

7* Senor Sevillano left here on this date for 
Temando Poo, accompanied by two Spanish lawyer* (who 
are assisting him) and two Spanish Gove rnment officials* 
I have asked Mr* Chew to ascertain what they ore about 
for my Info mat Ion* Xt is more than probable that 
Spain will lihortly conclude a fresh Treaty of Aiai-ty* 


Commerce and Navigation with Aberla, on the linos of 

the Anglo-Liberian Treaty# 1848* 

I have the honour„to be# "lth the highest respect 
Your uoof obedient# hu able 3ervant# 



iU-S. H BERNAK 








